2018-2019

GRATITUDE REPORT

YOU MAY CALL THIS AN ANNUAL REPORT.

We call it a gratitude report.
Hundreds of donors and volunteers share The Child & Family Network Centers' (CFNC)
passion for providing high quality early education to all children – regardless of income
level. Together, you invest in children and families in Alexandria who are working hard,
but don’t make nearly enough to afford private pre-k.
Together, you are transforming the lives of children, their families, and our
entire community. For all this, we share our gratitude.

Celebrating our Students
LUIS EXCELS IN ENGLISH
One day in April, Luis' Family Support Worker came bursting through
the hallways at CFNC, excitedly waving a paper. Through her
excitement, she explained Luis scored a 29/30 on his English
Language Learning assessment for ACPS--one of the highest scores.
Even more impressively, Luis' parents speak no English at home, and
Luis spoke no English 10 months ago when he started at CFNC.
Without CFNC, Luis would've entered kindergarten behind his peers,
especially in his English language skills. Because of YOU Luis is
entering kindergarten more than ready to learn.
Because of YOU CFNC teachers have the resources to support Luis
and his family. And because of YOU that 97% of Luis' CFNC
classmates are joining him in kindergarten ready to
learn. Thank you for all you've done for Luis and the rest of his
classmates this year. You are making a real difference in the lives of
our students, their families, and our community

Celebrating our Families
MARIBEL AND CARLOS

In September 2018, Carlos started school at CFNC. He’s a warm,
affectionate child who quickly bonded with his teachers. He was
obsessed with trains–-his favorite is Thomas the Tank Engine. Carlos
had some difficulty communicating, and CFNC knew he would need
some extra support. It was at CFNC where Carlos' mom learned he had
autism, and our support team put together a plan to ensure he
developed essential skills and thrived.

“I get so emotional because he has
autism, and they have helped him
a lot. Now he shares with other
kids and adults. I’m very thankful
for CFNC.” - Maribel

Carlos’ mom, Maribel, was a regular at CFNC. She assisted in the
classroom, observed her son, attended workshops and meetings, and
communicated regularly with staff. Maribel learned skills to help her
son communicate outside the classroom too. Her own English
skills were limited, but she worked hard to find ways to support her
son’s learning.
Without you, Maribel may never have learned the skills in a warm,
safe environment to give her son the extra support he needs inside and
outside of the classroom. Because of you, Carlos is ready for
kindergarten, and so is his mom.

Celebrating our Teachers
DYNAMIC DUO: MISS BLANCA AND MISS JUANA
In 2019, 97% of CFNC students met or exceeded the kindergarten readiness benchmark. In fact, the average literacy score for
students was 709 – a full 108 points above the 601 kindergarten readiness benchmark. What is a secret to their success--the
16 incredible teachers who love, teach, and care for all 139 students.
Miss Blanca and Miss Juana are two of our talented teachers. Together, Miss Blanca and Miss Juana run our classroom in the
Tenant and Workers building on Mount Vernon Ave. They turned bleak office space into a vibrant classroom where learning
happens all day long. From circle time, to playground time, to meals–they use every opportunity to engage with their
students in ways that promote learning
After briefly leaving CFNC to take care of her ailing parents, we were thrilled to see Miss Blanca return. When she came back
from Mexico, she knew she wanted to be back at CFNC as soon as possible. Hired in the middle of the school year, Miss Blanca
wasted no time building relationships with students and parents and shaping the young minds of all 16 children in her
classroom. Miss Juana was a CFNC parent before she was a CFNC teacher.
After all four of her children graduated from our program, CFNC supported her goal to earn a Child Development Associate
(CDA) and join the staff as a teacher. If that were not enough, Miss Juana’s daughter is a preschool teacher too, just like
mom.

"It’s always difficult to send your child to school. But at
CFNC, they are learning a lot. They are ready for
kindergarten. I would tell other parents to seize this
opportunity to send your child to school. It’s the first step in
preparing them for life.” - Miss Juana

Thank you to all our incredible teachers, who
are simply magical in the classroom. Thank
you.
Miss Lydia Bates
Miss Maria Cruz
Miss Brittany Jones-Smith
Miss Winnie Eshetu
Miss Arnita Willis
Miss Beatriz Valladeres
Miss Brenda Ventura
Miss Marina Castro
Miss Leidy Rivera
Miss Blanca Torres
Miss Tiffanie Carey
Miss Jeaneth Paredes
Miss Chanelle Robinson
Miss Katherine Valenzuela

Celebrating our Donors
APPLIED POLICY

Applied Policy, a local health care policy organization, has
been supporting CFNC since 2017. Applied Policy
participates in our “Adopt a Classroom” program, in which
they adopt one classroom for the year to provide all the
materials and support the class needs for the year. Their
support, however, goes beyond a financial contribution.
Each quarter, Applied Policy hosts activities, readings, and
sometimes even snacks and lunch for their classroom. For
Thanksgiving, they read Thanksgiving-themed
stories and made turkey hats. Other times, their staff brings
pizza and reads pizza-themed picture books. Whatever it is,
Applied Policy goes above and beyond to give "their”
students extra special classroom experiences.
The kids not only look forward to the visits but Applied
Policy staff gets to watch all 18 students
in “their” classroom grow and learn.

Celebrating our Donors
NANCY AND JENNY

Nancy Keener and her daughter Jenny have been supporting CFNC since 2016. Nancy and Jenny have developed long-standing
and trusting relationships with the teachers in our Chirilagua classroom.
Year after year, Nancy and Jenny get to know the children and bring timely, developmentally appropriate stories and lessons.
Jenny, a preschool teacher, creates activities that build important skills like fine motor control, counting, and early literacy.
Children always look forward to Nancy and Jenny’s visits, and without their support, our students would not be on their way to
kindergarten readiness.

"We so enjoy the time we get to spend with the
teachers and students in the Chirilagua classroom.
We are always amazed at the progress they make
over the 10 months spent with Miss Leidy and Miss
Blanca who not only get them ready for
kindergarten but give them skills that will help
them their whole lives." -Nancy and Jenny

Celebrating our Volunteers
MISS NANCY
Each year, CFNC has hundreds of volunteers support our
program–from the classroom, to the office, to special events,
our volunteers help us make everything run smoothly.
No one more than our most tenured volunteer–Miss Nancy.
Miss Nancy began working with Miss Blanca in one of our
classrooms 18 years ago. After her husband passed, she
knew she wanted to fill her heart every day by spending time
with children and giving back to her community.
Nancy is a permanent fixture in one of our classrooms, and
the kids treat her like a third teacher. Her compassion, love,
and dedication to the students is inspirational and visible in
the young faces of our students. Thank you to Miss Nancy
and all of our incredible volunteers.

"Preschool...it’s so important. It's the growth, and the
time you can’t get back. An education that they need. All
children. Especially our poor children of Alexandria." CFNC Parent

100%

708

of families attended at
least one workshop or
parent activity

The average literacy score
for a CFNC student - a full
108 points above the
benchamrk (601)

2018-2019 Results

28

The number of children who
received glasses after
screenings at CFNC

95%
of English Language
Learners (ELL) who met or
exceeded the kindergarten
language readiness
benchmark!

98%

of children who met or
exceeded the
social/emotional kinderaten
readiness benchmark

97%
of students at CFNC are READY FOR
KINDERGARRTEN according to the TS GOLD
assessment.
Children who did not meet the benchmark came late in the
year, or received additional special education services. We
are proud of the growth that all students made

Without a high quality preschool
education, our students could be...

40%
more likely to
become a teen
parent

70%

25%
more likely to
drop out of school

more likely to be arrested for a
violent crime

50%

more likely to be placed
in special education

Making Moves on Our
Strategic Plan:
Excellence and Thrivability

Before

Opening New West End Classrooms
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES IN NEED
In September 2019, CFNC opened two brand new classrooms in the
West End of Alexandria. After a year of research and planning, CFNC
made the strategic decision to open these classrooms to serve children
and families who didn’t have other affordable neighborhood preschool
options. These two classrooms have the capacity to hold a total of 45
children, and we’re excited to be bringing our services to the West End
community.
In addition to two new classrooms, CFNC built a playground
on Landmark Towers property. Thanks to the generosity of Make Kids
Smile, Inc and M&T Bank, this playground will serve all 45 CFNC
students, and it is open to the entire community as well.
These two classrooms were built with the incredible support of The City
of Alexandria, Biscayne Contractors, Cole & Denny Architects, Landmark
Towers, a special Anonymous Donor, Van Metre Foundation, Morgan &
Samuel Tate Trust. Thank you to all for the hard work in making
these classrooms a reality.

After

Expanded Family Services
MORE STAFF, MORE SUPPORT, MORE ENGAGEMENT.
As part of our strategic plan, CFNC is looking to expand and
enhance our family support services. CFNC hired a Family Support
Manager to oversee the Family Support department. With this
strategic hire, CFNC is poised to provide even more first-class
support to our families. This year, longer, more in-depth home
visits, additional screenings, and a new social skills curriculum have
been critical to the success of our children and families.
CFNC also created a Family Engagement Plan to better connect
families to the classroom and their child’s education. By
implementing this plan, CFNC is giving parents more
opportunities to connect with their child–academically,
socially, and emotionally–both inside and outside of the
classroom. Teachers, for example, send home curriculum-aligned
activities with materials suitable
for all our families. This connection between home and the
classroom strengthens lessons learned in school and gives parents
insight into how their child is progressing.

Reaching All Families
DIVERSITY. EQUITY. INCLUSION.
CFNC’s families are richly diverse. In the 2018-2019
school year alone, our children and families represented
19 countries and spoke 7 languages. Each year the
diversity among our families increases. While our
bilingual program has always included Spanish
instruction and materials, CFNC recognizes the need for
expanded inclusion services.

"I love the strong support that you get from
the staff . I just feel like they really support
you as a parent to ensure that you have all the
tools that you need as a parent and resources
that you need to reinforce the things that
they’re learning while in pre-k" -CFNC Parent

That’s why we’ve taken on a major Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) initiative to improving our services. Our
initiative focuses on making our program more inclusive
- from understanding various cultures, to including more
languages in the classroom. We initiated this effort in
the 2018-2019 school year, and we will continue this
approach in the 2019-2020 school year.

Celebrating our Inaugural
Brighter Futures Society

CFNC launched a brand-new major giving program called The Brighter
Futures Society. As a member of the Society, supporters fund
the education of one child for the year. Throughout the year, members
get to know their sponsored child through classroom visits, videos,
cards, artwork, photos and more.
The Society gives donors a chance to have a hands-on experience with
CFNC and can see the concrete transformation of one child throughout
the year.
Thank you to the 2018-2019 Brighter Futures Society
Joe and Kate Boyce Reeder
Michael and Shannon Dubke
Jeff and Tamera Foster
David and Diann Frantz
Neil and Emily Goetzman
Phil and Lisa Herget
Bill and Julie Howard
Freeman and Heather Jelks

Tyler and Jennie Massey
Dennis and Rita Meyer
Catie Meyer
Alberto and Ivanna Omeechevaria
Steve and Anne Reed
Craigh and Kari Shapero
John and Lizzie Siegel
Steve and Linda Weitz

A Letter from our Board Chair and Executive Director
Thank you all! We are honored to say thank you on behalf of each of the 138 amazing children we sent to kindergarten this year
with the skills they need not only to succeed in school, but in life. Because of you, and your investment in these children, our
dedicated teachers can unlock the limitless potential in each of our children. Children like Emilio who started at CFNC not
knowing a single word of English and left 10 short months later with a command of the language and the knowledge and social
skills to achieve in kindergarten.
You might not realize this, but a significant amount of our annual funding comes from you – individuals, who choose to donate
your time and your money to give the children of our community something priceless…opportunity. CFNC is not like
most nonprofits. According to The National Center for Charitable Statistics charitable giving represented 13.3 percent of an
organization’s total revenues on average. For CFNC, your dollars represent 47% of our funding so every dollar you give is all
that much more important.
Because of you, and your generosity, kids who struggled to say their ABCs can now read. Kids who speak other languages at
home are now ready to join an all English-speaking classroom. Because of you, children of hardworking parents aren’t
left behind. And because of you, in the last 35 years, thousands of children have benefitted from the investment you made in
their future.

We so proud of what our students and families have achieved and what our
organization has accomplished in the last year. As you’ve read, you’ll see
that there is so much worth celebrating: 97% of our students reached
the Kindergarten Readiness Standard; 100% of our families reached one or
more goals including being more involved in their child’s education, finding
a better job or getting more stable housing; and we’ve kicked off this
school year with two brand new classrooms in the West End.
Thank you again for all you do for CFNC and the children we serve. The
achievements highlighted in the following pages, are not possible without
your passionate support. Thank you for being our continued partner in
shaping minds and building futures.
Sincerely,
Heather O’Neill Jelks, Board Chair

Lisa Ferrari Carter, Executive Director

2018-2019 Financials
83% OF ALL EXPENSES WERE SPENT DIRECTLY ON PROGRAM COSTS
Expenses

Revenue

Development
8%

Corporate
5%

General Admin
9%

In Kind
3%

Other
1%

State Gov
28%
Individual
17%

Foundations
17%
Program
83%

Local Gov
27%

Thank You to our 2018-2019 Supporters
$100,000 +

$10,000-$24,999 (CONTINUED)

The City of Alexandria
Virginia Preschool Initiative

Dominion Foundation
Richard Eaton Foundation
David and Diann Frantz
Phil and Lisa Herget
The Mason Hirst Foundation
The Ivakota Association Incorporated
Freeman and Heather Jelks
The George Preston Marshall Foundation
Tyler and Jennie Massey
Catie Meyer
Harry and Zoe Poole Foundation
Steve and Anne Reed
Mary Ann Rehnke
Tom and Ann Scully
John and Lizzie Siegel
Craig and Kari Shapero
The Community Foundation for Northern Virginia
Steve and Linda Weitz

$50,000-$99,999
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

CareFirst Bluecross Blueshield
John Edward Fowler Memorial Foundation
Mimi Fund, Inc.
David G. Speck and Marcia Neuhaus Speck
Virginia Department of Social Services

$10,000-$24,999

Bruhn-Morris Family Foundation
Claude and Nancy Keener Charitable Fund
Greater Washington Community Foundation

Thank You to our 2018-2019 Supporters
$10,000-$24,999 (CONTINUED)
Venable Foundation, Inc.
Walter A. Bloedorn Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Ada L. and Albert M. Wibel Foundation

$5,000-$9,999 (CONTINUED)
Clayton and Anne Perfall
The Peterson Family Foundation
The PNC Foundation
Scheidel Foundation

Making Moves n Our Strategic
Plan:
Excellence and Thrivability

$5,000-$9,999

ACT for Alexandria
Alexandria Day Nursery and Children's Home
Applied Policy
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream
Nick and Vicki Coward
Michael and Anne Donohue
Jeff and Tamera Foster
Gannett Foundation
Jessi Ruth MacLeod
Crowell and Moring Foundation
Alberto and Ivanna Omeechevarria

$2,000-$4,999

America's Charities
Wells Fargo Advisors
Larry and Amy Alberson
Kiwanis Club of Alexandria
Don Beyer Volvo
John and Lynn Brennan
Lobkovich Kitchen Designs
Michael and Shannon Dubke
The Dimick Foundation
The Maple Tree Fund
Pete and Janet Gartlan
Meltzer Group Employee Giving Fund

Thank You to our 2018-2019 Supporters
$2,000-$4,999 (CONTINUED)
Cecilia Gondor
The Sean and Celeste Heather Fund
Anne Hedman
Immanuel Church on the Hill
Tom and Magaly Hirst
Bill and Julie Howard
Bob and Emily Jones
Dennis and Rita Meyer
Kaiser Permanente
Richard and Gayla Reed
Joe and Kate Boyce Reeder
Calvert and Sally Simmons Foundation
Dagobert and Lissa Soergel
Greg and Pamela Sullivan
Barry and Maggie Stauffer
Silverback Strategies
Robert and Carrie Wood
Venable LLP

$1,000-$1,999

Tim and Jennifer Adams
Hervey and Betsy Aitken
David and Kara Battaglini
Mary Beyda
Jasper Womach and Marilynne Black
Emily Buckman
Michael and Patty Carr
Michael and Elizabeth Chiaramonte
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Community
Van Metre Companies
Kearney and Company
George Lehner and Diana Day
Robert and Allison Cryor DiNardo
Dennis and Suzanne Early
Jeffrey and Joan McCormack Ferrill
James and Sheila Fleming
Henry and Lee Fonvielle
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Thank You to our 2018-2019 Supporters
$1,000-$1,999 (CONTINUED)
Geoffrey and Marilyn Giovanetti
David and Phyllis Gray
William Cain and Barbara Harman
John and Lynn Hooff
Leo and Bethann Horey
Mike and Louise Kenny
Matthew and Minyoung Kustel
Thomas and Laura Lawler
Happy Home Christian Leadership Academy for
Early Learners
Michael Gassmann and Cynthia Lewis
Christopher and Maura Lindsay
Conlon, Frantz, & Phelan LLP
Tyrone Carter and Leslie Manusco
John and Diane Mauk
James Maybury
Marcie McNelis
Tom and Margaret Millar
Kyle J. Moore
Thomas and Lauren Murray

Robert and Barbara Musser
Mom's Club of Alexandria - NE
Calvin and Susan Neithamer
The Laura S. Jelks Fund
Capital One
David Osborne
Roger Parks
David and Nancy Phillips
Halt, Buzas & Powell
William and Molly Pugh
Pat and Meaghan Regan
Thomas and Betsy Regnell
Trini Rodriguez
James and Jennifer Rooney
Robert and Judith Shehan
Bradley and Elizabeth Todd
The Honorable John and Jeanne Warner
Junior League of Washington
Robert and Dana Wood
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Make a difference.
Get involved with CFNC.
Join Brighter Futures Society
Sponsor a quarter, half, or full cost to educate on child at CFNC. Get
to know your child throughout the year, receive updates on your
child, as well as VIP benefits including Spring Benefit tickets and an
invitation to an exclusive Brighter Futures Society event.

Give Monthly
CFNC relies on community members like you to fund 45% of our
free preschool program. Your recurring gift ensures that students
this year - and every year to follow - will receive a free, high quality
early education.

Volunteer
CFNC volunteers can make a hands-on difference in a child's life, as
well as provide support to CFNC teachers and staff.
To get involved, email mklefstad@cfnc-online.org

3700 Wheeler Ave
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-836-0214
info@cfnc-online
Follow us @CFNCpreschool

