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A very special thank you to Bill Marino, Scott MacLallen, Pedro Pablo
Permuy, Pete Gartlan, Steve Reed, and Kate Boyce Reeder for their
board service. We greatly appreciate your leadership and thank you
for your volunteer service.

Emily Coccia
Jeffrey Foster
Lisa Herget
Ilene Lewis
Tyler Massey
Catie Meyer
Kyle J. Moore
Alberto Omeechevaria
Frances Reimers
Kari Shapero
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In 1984, when a group of Alexandria children living in public
housing failed kindergarten, their moms rallied by helping to
form The Child & Family Network Centers. Today, CFNC is an
Alexandria-based network of eight free, high-quality bi-lingual
preschools providing children of low-income, working families
the tools they need to succeed in school and in life. CFNC fills
a void ensuring children of the working poor have ongoing
access to preschool and start elementary school on par with
their classmates.

Dear CFNC Supporters,
Thank you all! We are honored to say thank you on behalf of each of the 138 amazing
children we sent to kindergarten this year with the skills they need not only to succeed
in school, but in life.
Because of you, and your investment in these children, our dedicated teachers
can unlock the limitless potential in each of our children. Children like Emilio who
started at CFNC not knowing a single word of English and left 10 short months later
with a command of the language and the knowledge and social skills to achieve in
kindergarten.
You might not realize this, but a significant amount of our annual funding comes
from you – individuals, who choose to donate your time and your money to give the
children of our community something priceless…opportunity. CFNC is not like most
nonprofits. According to The National Center for Charitable Statistics charitable
giving represented 13.3 percent of an organization’s total revenues on average. For
CFNC, your dollars represent 47% of our funding so every dollar you give is all that
much more important.
Because of you, and your generosity, kids who struggled to say their ABCs can now
read. Kids who speak other languages at home are now ready to join an all Englishspeaking classroom. Because of you, children of hardworking parents aren’t left
behind. And because of you, in the last 34 years, thousands of children have
benefitted from the investment you made in their future.
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We so proud of what our students and families have achieved
and what our organization has accomplished in the last year.
Read on in our report and you’ll see that there is so much
worth celebrating: 96% of our students reached the
Kindergarten Readiness Standard; 100% of our families reached
one or more goals including being more involved in their child’s
education, finding a better job or getting more stable housing;
CFNC created a bold three-year strategic plan for thrivability;
we added a new successful event called Relay for Pre-K; and,
we’ve kicked off this new school year with an enhanced early
education curriculum that will propel all of our students to
greater heights.
Thank you again for all you do for CFNC and the children we
serve. The achievements highlighted in the following pages,
are not possible without your passionate support. Thank you
for being our continued partner in shaping minds and building
futures.
Sincerely,
Heather O’Neill Jelks, Board President
Lisa Ferrari Carter, Executive Director
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The Impact
You Made In

2018
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Your Impact
132 children from low income families entered kindergarten
ready to learn.

111 children from 19 countries speaking 7 languages improved
their English skill by 2 levels.

16,793 books were checked out of CFNC’s lending libraries, an
average of 121 books per student.
72,760 healthy meals and snacks were provided to our
preschoolers.
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100% of parents achieved 390 goals from finding better housing to
obtaining insurance and learning English.

109 families attended 4 educational workshops.

138 families recieved at least 2 home visits. A total of 301 home
visits.

132 children were screened for vision and hearing. 5 recieved
glasses.

138 children were screened for developmental delays. 14
were referred to Child Find or Preschool Prevention.
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96%

of CFNC
students entered
kindergarten
ready to learn*
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CFNC students are
an entire level ahead
of the kindergarten
readiness expectations.
From September 2017 to June
2018, CFNC students improved
their language, literacy, and
math skills an average of
1.6 levels, as measured by our
COR advantage assessments.

* Six of 138 children did not surpass kindergarten readiness
because of Special Education IEPs, or the child enrolld ni CFNC
late into the schoo lyear.

According to COR advantage,
a level of 3.75 is considered
kindergarten ready, and CFNC
students averaged at level 4.6
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Educating Children
In 2018,
In just 10 short months, CFNC teachers prepare 138 students for
kindergarten readiness, including the 86% of students who are English
Language Learners (ELL).
It’s through our culturally sensitive and holistic model, as well as our high quality
curriculum that teachers work with students and families to ensure that CFNC
students are kindergarten ready.
132 children were more than one level ahead
of the kindergarten readiness standard
138 children were screened for delays,
and 14 received additional services
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111 children from 19 countries and speaking
7 languages improved their English
proficiency by an average of 2 levels

“Investing in a child’s early
education is one of the best investments
we can make for that child’s life, for the
family, and for the community.”
– Juana Ocampo, CFNC Teacher
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“We can’t support the child without supporting
the entire family. CFNC’s approach not only
provides brighter futures for children, but it also
creates opportunities for parents to become
involved and participate in promoting the social,
emotional and academic growth of their child.”
-Mary Taverner, Family Support Manager
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Supporting the Entire Family
CFNC’s bilingual social workers assist parents as they set goals and
develop parenting skills to support their children’s education. Through
the Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ), social workers screen for
developmental as well as social and emotional concerns. CFNC
provides onsite family assessments, case management, home visits, and
parent workshops to empower our families to be advocates for their
children’s education.
109 parents attended at least one
of five workshops
138 families achieved at least one goal,
including how to better advocate for
their child
All families received at least two home visits
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Providing Health
and Welness Support

If a child is sick, can’t see the board, or can’t
hear their teacher, they can’t learn. CFNC’s
comprehensive Health and Wellness services
knock down barriers that might otherwise get
in the way of learning. With our community
partners, CFNC ensures students receive hearing,
vision, and dental screenings, and refer for
follow up services as needed. With access to
community-based services, we also ensure
children enter kindergarten with the appropriate
physicals, vaccinations, and medical screenings.
132 children received hearing screenings,
8 were referred for follow up services

“An unhealthy child
isn’t living up to their
full potential.”
– Chanelle Robison,
CFNC Teacher

132 children received vision screenings, 5
received glasses
72,760 healthy meals and snacks were
served
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The Importance of Early Education
Without a high-quality early education, children from
low income families are more likely to...
• Be arrested for a violent crime
• Never attend college
• Be placed in special education
• Become a teen parent
• Drop out of school
Without a high-quality preschool education, children from low
income families are at risk of entering kindergarten a year or
more* behind their peers. At five years old, they’re already falling
behind, and without intervention, every year their challenge
grows.
*A Matter of Equity, Preschool Education in America, Department of Education, April 2015
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CFNC Family Sees Results
Alijah & Tiffany
“I can’t explain enough how happy I am that my son
Alijah was in CFNC’s programs.
Not only did he learn and grow, he was truly cared for.
His teachers are patient and kind, and I couldn’t ask for
a better environment for my son to learn in.
I am so grateful to have an organization I can trust to
help me, Alijah, and our family. I feel as though I’ve
found a real community. Alijah started at CFNC in
September of 2017. In just these ten short months, I see
a lot of growth in him. Now he is thriving in kindergarten
and that’s because of CFNC.”
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We express our gratitude to our generous and
valued partners, donors and friends.
CFNC’s programs thrive because of the
support of our community, and in 2018, our
community was stronger than ever.
We rely on the support of many donors,
partners, and individuals to provide free,
high quality early education to the children in
our city.
Our incredibly generous partners take our
mission to heart.

Because of you, 138 futures are
brighter. Thank you.
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Hope for the
Holidays!
138 warm coats and gloves.
138 holiday meals.
138 holiday gifts.
Thank you all of our generous supporters
and community members who donated
brand new warm coats and gloves for
each child, as well as a holiday gift. You
made their holidays brighter than ever.
Thank you.
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“We participate in the CFNC coat drive year
after year. Watching their faces when they
receive their new coat – well nothing warms
my heart more.”
-Kyle J. Moore, CFNC Board Member, Wells Fargo
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Adopt a Classroom Sponsors
Thanks to our Adopt a Classroom Sponsors,
For $5,000, you can watch your classroom grow, learn,
and develop throughout the year. Receive quarterly
updates, opportunities to visit your classroom, and media
recognition.
Thank you to
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Applied Policy
Columbia Capital
Greenfield Senior Living
Wells Fargo
Catie Meyer
David and Diann Frantz
Nancy Keener
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“As an Adopt-a- Classroom sponsor, I watched the
students in the classroom learn and grow the entire
year. The progress they make even in just weeks is truly
remarkable. By the end of the year, I’m so proud of all
that they’ve accomplished and know that they will
blossom in kindergarten.”
-Jim Scott at Applied Policy and Adopt a Classroom Spsonsor
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Thank you to our entire community
$100,000+

$50,000- $99,999

$25,000- $49,999

$10,000- $24,999

The City of
Alexandria

Bruhn-Morris Family
Foundation

Altria Group, Inc.
Corporate Giving
Program

Ada L. and Albert M. Wibel
Foundation
Arcana Foundation
Claude and Nancy Keener
Charitable Foundation
Columbia Capital, LLC
The Community Foundation for
Northern Virginia
The Dennis Meyer Foundation
Dominion Foundation
The George Preston Marshall
Foundation
The Ivakota Association
Incorporated
The Mason Hirst Foundation
The Peterson Family Foundation
Mary Ann Rehnke
Richard Eaton Foundation
James and Jennifer Rooney
RunningBrooke
Craig and Kari Shapero
Venable Foundation, Inc.
Walter A. Bloedorn Foundation
Westminster Presbyterian Church

Virginia
Preschool
Initative

The Morris and
Gwendolyn Cafritz
Foundation

The Fund for
Children, Youth,
and Families
The Mason Hirst
Foundation
Mimi Fund, Inc

$5,000 - $9,999

$1,000 - $4,999

Alexandria Day Nursery and

ACT for Alexandria
American Advertising Distributors of

Children’s Home
Applied Policy
Brian and Amy Barker
John and Lynn Brennan
Catie Meyer
CAS Cares Inc.
Bill and Marcie Coates
Nick and Vicki Coward
Crowell and Moring Foundation
David and Diann Frantz
Freeman and Heather Jelks
Pete and Janet Gartlan
Greenfield Senior Living
Phil and Lisa Herget
Benjamin and Tanis Herndon
Jessi MacLeod
Tyler and Jennie Massey
Clayton and Anne Perfall
Phase Foundation
Steven and Anne Reed
Joe and Kate Boyce Reeder
Thomas and Elizabeth Regnell
Tom and Ann Scully
John and Lizzie Siegel
Timothy Thompson
Van Metre Companies Foundation
Steve and Linda Weitz

Northern Virginia
America’s Charities
Larry and Amy Alberson
Amanda Alves
Alves Family Charitable Foundation
David and Kara Battaglini
Brien and Amy Biondi
Biscayne Contractors Inc.
Marvin and Margaret Bush
Donald and Patricia Calloway
Nicholas and Gincy Carosi
Michael and Patty Carr
Comcast
Scott and Kara Cosby
Michael and Elizabeth Chiaramonte
Bryan Davenport
Agents and Sarah Dewing
Michael and Shannon Dubke Dennis
and Suzanne Early
James and Sheila Fleming
Jeffrey and Tamera Foster
Michael and Cynthia Gassmann
John Andelin and Virginia Geoffrey
Geoffrey and Marilyn Giovanetti
Neil and Emily Goetzman
Michael and Gage Gribbon
Halt, Buzas & Powell, Ltd.

Harry and Zoe Poole Foundation
Sean and Celeste Heather
Anne Hedman
Bill and Julie Howard
Leo and Bethann Horey
Robert Dugger and Joan Huffer
John and Diane Hynes
Immanuel Church on the Hill
Kaiser Permanente
Kearney and Company
James and Mary Louise Keightley
James and Catherine Kelley
Mike and Louise Kenny
Kiwanis Club of Alexandria
Lansinoh Laboratories
Laura Jelks
Lindsay Automotive Group
Lobkovich Kitchen Designs Inc.
Diana Day and George Lehner

Charles and Linda O’Connor
The PNC Foundation
Isamar Ramirez
Andy and Jenny Rosenberg
Calvert and Sally Simmons
Dagobert and Lissa Soergel
Barry and Maggie Stauffer
Boyd and Jenny Steinhoff
Charles and Betsy Stephenson
Greg and Pam Sullivan
Jay and Georgia Sullivan
Gen. (Ret.) John and Elise Tilelli
Bradley and Elizabeth Todd
The Honorable John and Jeanne Warner
Mark Blackden and Maria Wasowski
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors
Joel and Dana Wood
Robert and Carrie D. Wood

Christopher and Maura Lindsay
The Maple Tree Fund
Bill and Elizabeth Marino
John and Diane Mauk
James Maybury
MAXIMUS Foundation
Patrick and Maureen McCarty
Meltzer Group Employee Giving Fund
Mike and Louise Kenny Fund
Tom and Margaret Millar
Jill and Steve Mote
Mom’s Club of Alexandria - NE
Brian and Pam Murphy
Thomas and Lauren Murray
National Home Library Foundation

CFNC 2018 | 27

Former CFNC Student Gives Back
Angela Lankford
Angela is an English professor at The University of Utah,
but she started her lifelong education journey years
ago at CFNC.
“I attended preschool with CFNC back in the early 1990s. Over the
recent holiday season, my mom asked my brother and me if there
were any charities that we would like to support. She told us that for
several decades that she had been donating to the CFNC because
of the role it played in our lives many years before.”
“My mother expressed to us that the reason why she enrolled us in
CFNC was because she wanted to give us a head start and an edge
before going into kindergarten and elementary school. She said that
she continued to give back to the program to help another child to
be able to receive these same early benefits of education. So as a gift
to my mom for the holidays,
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I decided to give back to CFNC, and I wanted to give back to the program that helped
to give me a head start with my education.”
“Having a high-quality early education helped me to gain a love of learning early on.
I remembered loving my teachers in preschool and feeling like they genuinely cared
about me. I think that encouraging and inspiring teachers can play a large role in helping
to shape students’perceptions of school and learning overall. As I moved through my
education, this love of learning and connection to teachers who pushed and inspired me
kept me going and wanting to gain more knowledge. I am determined to be a lifelong
learner—whether that be in getting formal education or just simply educating myself
in subjects of interest to me—I think that my quest for knowledge began thanks to the
influence of CFNC and its amazing teachers who show love and care to their students.”

CFNC 2018 | 29

Thank you to our 197 participants, 38 teams, and all of our sponsors. Together, you raised over $44,000
for free preschool for Alexandria’s at-risk children.

CFNC
raises
$44,000 at
first annual
Relay for
Pre-K.
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2018 Financial Highlights
Sources of Funding

In-Kind
$57,943

Foundations
$349,352

Other 1%
$34,006
State Government

3%

$559,590

18%

28%
Corporations

$82,120

5%

20%
Individuals and
Community Groups

$367,213
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25%

Local Government

$500,550

For every dollar, $.81 is spent directly on programs.
Expenses

Management and General

$161,637
Development and
Fundraising

$192,258

9%
10%
Program Services

$1,502,906

81%
CFNC 2018 | 32

CFNC’s Plans for the Future
CFNC board and staff have created a bold plan for the next three years anchored in the principles
of excellence and thrivability. We plan to accomplish the following 5 strategic goals:
Strategic Goal #1: Establish a system for gathering targeted information to forecast and anticipate
key trends affecting CFNC’s future, so we remain relevant and continue to thrive.
Strategic Goal #2: Increase brand awareness by leveraging all communications channels to
improve outreach and support of families as well as expand awareness to donors.
Strategic Goal #3: In order to provide exceptional early childhood education and associated
services, CFNC will establish meaningful partnerships with families to increase school readiness
opportunities; provide an equitable and inclusive learning environment; and give all children the
social, emotional, physical, and intellectual skills they need to succeed in kindergarten and beyond.
Strategic Goal #4: Ensure CFNC is financially stable to thrive today and into the future.
Strategic Goal #5: Integrate fundraising processes and goals with a long-term institutional financial
plan to raise adequate funds to ensure financial stability and future growth.
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Get Involved
Give

Volunteer

Share

It costs CFNC $12,000 to educate
one child for the year. You
can join The Brighter Futures
Society by sponsoring the
entire education of one child.
Contact Maggie Klefstad to
learn more about The Brighter
Futures Society and more giving
opportunities at
mklefstad@cfnc-online.org

CFNC is always looking for
volunteers and helping hands.
Whether it’s in the classroom, on a
committee, or even in the office,
your precious gift of time is so
valuable. Contact Anna Shults to
learn more at
ashults@cfnc-online.org

CFNC students can only thrive in
pre-k kindergarten, and beyond
because of your support. Share
your love for CFNC with a friend,
or share your passion for early
education in Alexandria on
social media. Visit
www.cfnc-online.org to learn
more.
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3700 Wheeler Ave Alexandria, VA 22304
703-836-0214
info@cfnc-onlne.org
www.cfnc-online.org
@CFNCpreschool

